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Dear Sir: 
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Attached hereto is an Information Disclosure 
Statement filed under 37 CFR 1.98 setting out further 
documents that may be considered by the Examiner to be of 
relevance . 



No item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the certification after making reasonably inquiry, 
no item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated 
in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
the Information Disclosure Statement. 



Please deduct the fee of $180. (US) in accordance 
with 37 CFR 1.17 (p) from our Deposit Account 50-3035. Any 
further fee payments to cover a deficiency is to be deducted 
from this Deposit Accoiint. 
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In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of 
these documents is not to be construed as meaning that a 
search has been made or that no other material relevant 
under 37 CFR 1.56(g) exists • Neither does this filing 
constitute an admission that these references are relevant 
'*prior art" to the present invention, as per 37 CFR 1.97(h). 

These references were recently located in a 
further search conducted by the applicant. They refer to 
the presence of a sweet spot" in a cricket bat and tennis 
racket and one solid baseball bat. As these references do 
not relate to tubular baseball bats, much less to all- 
composite barrels, they are not believed to be relevant. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,919,438 to Yoneeyama describes a 
tennis racket with a thickened frame/rim. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,331,330 to Worst describes a 
solid baseball bat with a thickened diameter in the barrel 
portion. Reference to a hollow aluminum bat is made a 
column 5 line 20, but without any teaching as to the barrel 
wall thickness in the sweet spot area. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,186,923 to Garner, et al. refers 
to a cricket bat with a central rib. on the rear face bounded 
by two grooves. Reference is made at column 2, line 6 to a 
prior U.K. patent wherein a modification is made to a 
cricket bat to increase the effective size of the sweet spot 
of a cricket bat. The immediate U.S. patent addresses 
strengthening the prior design (column 3, lines 53-55). 

GB Patent No. 1391120 to Wheeler, et al. describes 
the prior cricket bat wherein it is said that the sweet spot 
area is enlarged by forming a groove or depression along the 
rear face of the bat . The referenced increase in the area 
of the sweet spot may refer to the lateral width of the 
sweet spot in a cricket bat. 

All of these references show a concern with 
addressing the size or performance of a sweet spot . The 
present applicant has recognized that the sweet spot in a 
tubular baseball bat, particularly a bat with an all- 
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composite barrel, can be enhanced by the configurations 
addressed in the claims now pending; This recognition is 
further evidence of the inventive character of the invention 
addressed by the present application. 



Milton, Geller LLP 
225 Metcalfe Street, Suite 700 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. K2P 1P9 
Tel: 613-567-7824, ext. 230 
Tel: 613-567-4689 



Respectfully submitted/ 



Fitzgeraldf et al* 




Per 



Reg. No. 31,229 
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